Who can plug a well?

The DNR recommends that you hire an ITowa DNR
certified well contractor to plug your well. As a well
owner, you can do the work yourself if two
conditions are met. 1) The well owner must plug the
well following the current well plugging rules under
supervision of the local county environmental health
department, and 2) A certified well contractor or the
local county environmental health agent must sign
and submit a form stating that the well was plugged
following the state’s current well plugging rules.

If you want to plug your own well, please keep in
mind that if you don’t have supervision from a
certified well contractor or your local county
environmental health department, the well will not
qualify for any cost share assistance under the
Grants to Counties (GTC) well plugging program.

Please contact your local county environmental
health office or the DNR for more information.

When to plug?

All wells which are abandoned must be properly
plugged within 9o days of the date of abandonment
or when the abandoned well is discovered.

Can I get financial
assistance?

Financial assistance is available through your
local county environmental health department
under the Grants to Counties (GTC) Well
Program. Administration of the GTC Well
Program is through The Bureau of
Environmental Health Services at the Iowa
Department of Public Health. The bureau works
closely with Iowa DNR, who provides technical
oversight of water well testing, water well closure,
and water well renovation under the GTC
program.

Counties that participate in the GTC program can
reimburse property owners up to $500 for each
well plugged and $1000 for each well renovated.

For more information contact:

Your local county environmental health department

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/wate

r/wells/co sanitarians.pdf

Or contact:
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Private Well Program at (515) 725-0462

Available web sites:

Iowa Private Well Plugging Program

www.iowadnr.gov/wellplugging

Iowa’s Well Plugging Rules — Chapter 39
www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/03-24-
2010.567.39.pdf

Find an Iowa DNR Certified Well Contractor
www.lowadnr.gov/wellcontractorcert

Iowa DNR Private Well Program
www.iowadnr.gov/privatewells

Iowa Department of Public Health
Grants to Counties Well Program

https://idph.iowa.gov/Environmental-Health-

Services/Grants-to-Counties-Water-Well-Program

Plugging
Abandoned
Wells in Iowa

lowa Departiment
of Public Health

Partners in protecting your drinking water

Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Iowa Department of Public Health


http://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/water/wells/co_sanitarians.pdf
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/water/wells/co_sanitarians.pdf
http://www.iowadnr.gov/wellplugging
http://www.iowadnr.gov/wellcontractorcert
http://www.iowadnr.gov/privatewells
http://www.iowadnr.gov/privatewells

Why plug your old wells? How do you plug a well?

In 1987, the Iowa Groundwater Protection Act Wells in Iowa fall into one of three well classes when we talk about well plugging. The method of well plugging used

was passed by our legislature to help prevent will depend on the well class, what is known about the well, the measured well depth, and the local geology. See the

further contamination of one of Iowa’s most table below to identify each type of well and view one example on how it should be plugged. For others, see Chapter 39.
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